
Our School Values:      

RESPECT,  RESILIENCE,  TEAMWORK & COLLABORATION  and COMMUNITY 

Dear Parents, 
 

WELCOME TO THE 2024 SCHOOL YEAR 
I would like to welcome our school community back for the 2024 school year.  I would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to all of our new students and families and trust you will enjoy being a part of the Huntly Primary School 
community. Our current enrolment stands at 306 students. 
Our teachers are well prepared to ensure a smooth start to the year for all students.   If you were unable to attend the 
2024 Start-Up meeting held on Tuesday 30th January, I encourage you to speak to your child’s classroom teacher at 
the earliest convenience to organise a time to meet. 
 

2024 STAFFING 
I would like to welcome Morgan Bibby (Foundation/1) and Cody Dunstan (5/6) to Huntly Primary School this 
year.  They are looking forward to getting to know their students and the school community. 
  

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY  
Our major school assembly takes place Friday mornings at 9:10pm. Assemblies form an important role in 
embedding our school values and provide opportunities to bring our students together to recognise and celebrate 
achievements, promote positive behaviours and publicise information to our school community.  Our first assembly 
will be held on Friday 9th February. 
 

PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL AT OWNER’S RISK  
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones, 
calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. The Department of Education and 
Training does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and it will generally not pay for any loss 
or damage to such property. Therefore, bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school is 
discouraged.  
REMINDER:  ALL STUDENT MOBILE PHONES MUST BE HANDED INTO THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
BEFORE SCHOOL AND CAN BE COLLECTED FROM THE OFFICE AFTER SCHOOL.  
 

SUNSMART- Term 1 requires all students to wear a broad-brimmed hat or bucket hat 
during breaks in the yard. Students not wearing hats will be required to play in shaded 
areas. 
 

STUDENT MEDICAL CONDITIONS  
It is important that any student medical issues are reported to both the classroom 
teacher and the school office for the students personal wellbeing.  If we need to follow 
up regarding further information Mrs. Van Riet (who is in charge of First Aid and our Occupational Health and 
Safety Representative) will be able to contact with you. 
Especially if your child has a new medical condition, that we are not aware of eg: they have an asthma management 
plan that has been updated, then a copy of the new plan medical management plan will need to be left at the school 
office with Mrs. Van Riet.  Please note the Asthma Management Plans are only valid for a 12 month period and 
need updating annually. 
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HUNTLY CFA- Thank you 
During the school holidays our basketball courts were covered in dirt and debris due the 
storms which passed through Huntly. I’d like to thank the Huntly CFA for generously cleaning up the courts for 
the start of the school year, they are looking great! 

 
ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER FOR OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY  
Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where 
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’ Privacy Collection Notice which are 
available on our school website.   
Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy HPS-Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students
-Policy describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains 
when parent consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn.  The consent form was forwarded to 
families via Compass on Monday 29th January. If you DO NOT want your child’s image shared within the school 
community and or made publicly accessible, please collect a hardcopy from the office and complete the required 
details. If you are happy for your child’s image to be made available either within the school community or 
publicly you do not need to take any further action. 
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY (Internet, Social Media & Digital Devices) 
Our Digital Technology policy outlines the safe and appropriate use of digital technology at HPS, as well as 
student behavioural expectations. I have attached the link to our policy for your convenience, HPS-Digital-
learning-policy . At the 3-way meeting all parents were provided the ICT Acceptable User Agreement which 
reflects this policy. If you have not completed this document, could you do so and return to the school office at 
your earliest convenience.  

Jason Lee, PRINCIPAL 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  CODE RED DAYS 
 

Our school is listed on the Bushfire At-Risk Register. Schools, kindergartens and licensed child care centres 
that have been identified as being high fire risk on the Department’s Bushfire At-Risk Register will close on 
days determined a catastrophic fire danger rating day by the Emergency Management Commissioner.  
As soon as the school has information regarding closures it will be forwarded to parents by letter, via Compass 
or phone call.   
Please note it is DET Policy that no staff are allowed to remain on site on these days.   
For further information please our School Preparations for Bushfire Season document below: 

HPS Preparations for Bushfire Season 

'WELCOME TO 2024 PICNIC NIGHT'  
 

TUESDAY THE 13
TH

 OF FEBRUARY 
 

Families are invited to come along and share in a 
byo picnic tea school from 5.00pm.   

Further information regarding the evening will be published 
in next week’s newsletter. 
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https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
http://www.huntly-ps.vic.edu.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/HPS-Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-Policy.pdf
http://www.huntly-ps.vic.edu.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/HPS-Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-Policy.pdf
http://www.huntly-ps.vic.edu.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/HPS-Digital-learning-policy.pdf
http://www.huntly-ps.vic.edu.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/HPS-Digital-learning-policy.pdf
http://www.huntly-ps.vic.edu.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/communications-to-parents-fire-preparation-category-3-4-schools.docx


DIARY DATES 
 
 

Wednesday 7th February Food Share Program - every Wednesday (see newsletter article) 
Wednesday  7th February No School for Foundation Students - on Wednesday’s for the month on February 
Thursday 8th February School Lunch Orders close 10.00am 
Friday 9th February School Lunch Order Day (see newsletter article) 
Tuesday 13th February Breakfast Program - 8.10am to 8.30am.  All students welcome. (see newsletter article) 

Tuesday 13th February “Welcome to 2024 Picnic Night” from 5.00pm BYO picnic tea 
Wednesday  14th February No School for Foundation Students - on Wednesday’s for the month on February 
Wednesday 14th February Food Share Program - every Wednesday 
Wednesday 14th February AFL Community Camp Program.  Grades 3 to 6 at school. (see newsletter article) 
Thursday 15th February Breakfast Program - 8.10am to 8.30am.  All students welcome. 
Friday 16th February School Lunch Order Day (orders close 10am on Thursday 15th February) 
Friday 16th February Book Club Orders Close 3.30pm (see newsletter article) 
Monday 19th February Gymnastics Program beings - whole school (see newsletter article) 
Friday 1st March Conveyancing Allowance applications close (see newsletter article) 
Friday 1st March Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund Application Forms due back (see article) 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Huntly Primary School have partnered up with Goldfield 
Catering again this year to supply lunch orders to school 
students. Orders can be placed using School Lunches 
Online an online ordering platform. Lunch orders will be 
available on a weekly basis with 
lunches delivered every Friday’s. 
  
This will begin next week for 
Friday 9th February. 
Orders will need to be placed 
via the website http://
www.schoollunchonline.com.au/ and close at 
10.00am Thursday 8th February.   
 

Please read the attached flyer for information on how to 
register and order your child's lunch.  Please make sure 
you select the correct Learning Centre (LC) for your child 
to ensure delivered to correct room. 
 

REMINDER:  If you registered and ordered lunches 
last year please update your child's details with their 
new 2024 Learning Centre so their lunch order is 
delivered to the correct room.  See Learning Centre 
list below.   
  

LC1 - Mr Lehane 
LC2 -  Mr Dunstan 
LC3 - Mrs Trahair 
LC4 - Mr Lord 
LC5 - Miss Bennet & Mrs Monteath 
LC6 - Mrs Clohesy 
LC7 - Miss Bibby 
LC8 -  Mrs McGrath 
LC9 - Mrs Murdoch & Mrs Bowles 
LC10 - Mrs Harrison 
LC11 - Miss Russell 
LC12- Mr Gillies & Ms Tresize 
LC13- Miss Phegan 
LC14 - Miss Dolphin  

SCHOOL PHOTOS (SAVE THE DATE)  
WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH 

 

This year school photos will be taken on 
Wednesday 20th March by MPS 
Photography.  Ordering will be the same as 
last year with all orders being made online 
through COMPASS.  Further information will 
be published closer to the date. 

 

School’s back! So that means reduced speed limits 
around schools to keep kids safe. 
Please watch out and slow down for children crossing the 
road and around school buses. 
 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/
road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/school-speed-zones 

BOOK CLUB  
 

Issue 1 of Book Club was sent home today with the eldest 
child and orders close on Friday 16th February at 3.30pm. 
An information sheet also went home, explaining how 
Book Club works here at Huntly PS.  The most important 
thing to know is that we do not take cash payments, all 
orders are processed online.  

All future Book Club issues will be sent 
home with all students.  
If you have any further questions regarding 
Book Club, please feel free to reach out.  
Happy Reading! 
 

Regards, Morgan Bamford  

http://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/
http://www.schoollunchonline.com.au/
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/school-speed-zones
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/school-speed-zones


OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL  
 
 

Outside School Hours Care can provide for your family 
with child care assistance either because of work 
commitment or for convenience when needed.  
Just briefly, the program is run by our School Council as a 
service to the families of the school.  
Outside School Hours Care operates everyday of the 
school term, morning from 7.00am to 8.45am and nights 
are from 3.30pm to 6.00pm. Cost per child if $14.00 for 
before school per morning and $17.00 per night for after 
school.  The program also operates on Student Free Days.   
 

All enrolments and bookings MUST be made on 
line through our Xplor App. Please note: 
booking cannot be made at the school office. A 
link can be found on our school webpage under 
Outside School Hours Care.  Please watch video 
to help set up your account.  If you have any 
questions please contact the school. 
 

If you have questions regarding Outside School Hours 
Care please contact our Co-ordinator, Selena Van Riet or 
Education Leader, Kate Ruedin. 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
 

Our Breakfast Club will be running 
again this year.  The first Breakfast 
Club for the year will be held next 
Tuesday, 13th February.  
   

Breakfast Club is held every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning from 8:10am 
to 8:30am. Where possible (weather 
permitting) students will eat outside, with breaky being 
collected from the canteen windows. There will be a 
selection of goodies to choose from.  All students welcome 
to attend. 
 

Please contact the school should you require any further 
information. 
 

WHIRRAKEE TEAM 
 

Whirrakee Cards is our positive behaviour reward system, 
which aims to recognise specific behaviour demonstrated 
at a particular point in time. These are linked to our Inside/
Outside Expectations. When giving a card, staff members 
explain exactly what behaviour was observed and the 
expectation/value it links to.  Students should then be able 
to relay this back to their class teacher when placing their 
cards into their drawer. Each class has been provided with 
a scale that allows students to collect cards, then trade 
them for various rewards. The more cards the larger the 
recognition. For example, 5 cards can be traded for a prize 
from the Whirrakee 
Trolley, whereas saving 
25 cards could earn you 
Mr. Lee’s chair for the 
day. Each morning 
members from the 
Whirrakee Team give 
staff new cards along 
with being responsible 
for running the Trolley 
at first lunch on 
Tuesday and Friday. 
 

DONATIONS 
NEEDED:  The Whirrakee Team is requesting the 
donation of small unwanted toys, trinkets, etc that may be 
used in our Whirrakee Trolley prizes.  Please leave 
donations at the school office. 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
 

Welcome to all of the new students and welcome back to 
our existing students for 2024.  Grades will be borrowing 
books from the library each week, when these days are 
confirmed class teacher will notify their students. 
  

What Can I Borrow:  Grades Prep, 1 & 2 - 2 books, Grades 
3 & 4 - 4 books,  Grades 5 & 6 - 5 books 
 

BUT… If you have one overdue book - borrow one.  If you 
have more overdue books, please return them 
before you can borrow again. 

  

Need a new Library Bag?? A great selection of fabric bags 
are available from the front office. They cost $5.00 each 
and all profit goes towards buying books for the Library 
from the students wish list. 
  

  Thank-you, Leonie Strauch 

 

HEADLICE 
 

Parents are reminded to be vigilant regarding checking 
their child’s hair regularly for head lice, particularly in 

the warm weather.  
 

If head lice are found, please report 
it to the school office and treat hair 
before your child returns to school.   

SMILE SQUAD IS COMING 
 

The Smile Squad team from Bendigo 
Health are coming to our school in March 
2024. 
Smile Squad is the Victorian Government 
free school dental program. 
This means all students can get a free 
dental check-up, preventive services, and 
treatment at school. 
    

How to access free dental care 
We need your consent before we can provide services. 
Consent is usually provided by a parent or guardian. 
Sign up to Smile Squad at: https://bit.ly/smilesquadvic  

http://www.huntly-ps.vic.edu.au/wordpress/?page_id=41
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fsmilesquadvic&data=05%7C02%7CAnita.Whittle%40education.vic.gov.au%7C55e27ef772594be6e03f08dc2392ca5d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638424360575093969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


SUN SMART HATS  
MUST BE WORN WHEN 

OUTSIDE.   
PLEASE ENSURE YOUR 
CHILD HAS THEIR SUN 

SMART HAT AT SCHOOL. 

FOODSHARE PROGRAM 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 

 

The Food Share Program distributes 
excess food stock to families in need. 
Items will vary from week to week and include pantry 
items, fridge essentials, frozen goods,  fruit and 
vegetables.  This is open to our school families, every 
Wednesday in the school library. Parents will be notified 
on Compass and Facebook when delivery has been made.  
Enter via the school library gate.   Please bring your own 
bag to put goods in. 

SPORTS NEWS – IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

READY TO PLAY 
Just a reminder that when your child has PE/Sport please encourage them to have a water bottle, runners, and 
appropriate clothing for the day. Dresses and tight clothing are not recommended on days your child has PE as it limits 
their ability to move about freely and get the most out of their sessions. As per school policy hats must be worn in term 
1 and 4 and without a hat your child cannot participate in PE. Sunscreen is strongly advised to apply so if your child 
cannot use the school provided sunscreen please provide them with their own to go in their bag and label this. 
 

If your child has an injury/illness/or other issue that prevents them from participating in sport for that week please send 
a note with them to explain this so I am aware. 
 
 

Below is a copy of the PE timetable: 
 

 
 

 
AFL COMMUNITY CAMP—WEDNESDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 
The AFL Community Camp Program is coming to Huntly PS on Wednesday 14th February. Students in 
grade 3-6 have a unique opportunity to meet AFL players from the Carlton 
Football Club. Session will go for 45 minutes, with 30 minutes of Q&A and 
15 minutes to allow the teachers and students to have photos and sign 
autographs. Please note we ask students to have appropriate football apparel, 
balls, or similar items available to have signed.  
 
GYNMASTICS 
Our Gymnastics program will begin on Monday 19th February with students 
travelling by bus to Jets Gymnastics in Hattam Street Golden Square.  
Classes will be attending a gym session on either Mondays, Tuesdays or 
Thursdays for 4 weeks. 
 

Session times will be published in next weeks newsletter.  Students are 
required to wear school uniform.  Please no dresses on these days as it 
makes it difficult for your child to move freely and get the most out of 
the program.  School T-shirt and shorts are highly recommended. 
 

Permission forms will be sent home with students in the next week. Cost 
per student to be confirmed. If you have applied for CSEF (see newsletter 
article) please let Sharon in the school office know you wish to use the 
fund to pay for your child’s gym program.   We are looking forward to an 
exciting program again this year.  
 
SWIMMING PROGRAM - Will take place this year in Term 3 at 
Gurri Wanyarra Indoor Facility in Kangaroo Flat.  Further information 
will be sent home closer to the date.  
 
  

  Jess Monteath 
Huntly Physical Education and Sports Coordinator 

Day/Time Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Monday 

9:00 2R   5/6T 

10:00 2H 3/4GT  5/6L 

11:45 F/1D 3/4P F/1C 5/6D 

12:45 F/1M 3/4L F/1A  

2:30 F/1B 3/4M   



CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 
 

Applications for Conveyance Allowance 
should be lodged at the school no later 
than the Friday 1st March, 2024.  To be 

eligible for this allowance, a student must live more 
than 4.8 km, by the shortest practicable route, from 
Huntly Primary School (being the closest government 
school) or their nearest bus stop be more than 4.8 
km from their home. Parents who applied last year 
will not need to apply again, unless claiming for extra 
students.   Further information can be found on the 
Victorian Education Website.  Application forms are 
available from the school office.    

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE - INFORMATION FOR 
PARENTS 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
 

CSEF is again this year provided by 
the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the costs of 
school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. 

 

If you hold a valid means-tested 
concession card or are a temporary foster 

parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The allowance will 
be paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions, or sporting activities for the benefit of 
your child. Please note the CSEF payments cannot be used 
towards voluntary school charges, nor towards books, 
stationery, school uniforms, before/after school care, music 
lessons, etc. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student will be: 
• $125 for primary school students 
• $225 for secondary school students. 
 

How to Apply 
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application 
form or download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. 
Please note: If you successfully applied in 2023 you will 
have an automatic application for 2024.   New applications 
must be retuned to school by Friday 1st March, 2024. 

IF YOU HAVE A 
HEALTH CARE 
CARD YOU CAN 

APPLY…. 
DON’T MISS OUT 

SCHOOL INFORMATION - REMINDERS 
 

Over the next few school newsletters we will be including some important information regarding school operations and 
policies.  Most families will have seen this information before, but some details may have changed.  Please take the time 
to have a look and refresh your memory. 

PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL 
 

Families are asked to note that the Department of 
Education and Training does not hold insurance nor 
does it accept responsibility for private property 
brought to school by students, staff and visitors.   
This includes mobile phones, toys, electronic games, 
sporting equipment, bikes, cars parked on premises, 
scooters, skateboards, etc. The Department will not pay 
for any loss or damage to such property. 

 

 

MOBILE PHONES:  
Parents are reminded that mobile 
phones are not permitted in the 
classroom.  If your child needs to 
bring a phone to school it needs 
to be handed in to the school 
office during school hours.  It 
can then be collected at the end 
of the school day.  

 

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 
 

Parents please note that all medication, except Ventolin, 
must be handed in at the school office so that Mrs. Van 
Riet (who is in charge of First Aid and our Occupational 
Health and Safety Rep.) can administer it.  It will need to 
be in its original container and a medication request form 
filled out - these are available from the school 
office and also on our school website for you 
to print off at your convenience. 
 

CHILDREN MUST NOT HAVE  
MEDICATION IN THEIR BAGS 

ABSENCES & LATENESS  
 

When children are ABSENT from school parents must 
enter the absence onto Compass (our school app) or call 
the school and leave a message on the absent line.  
Classroom rolls are marked at the beginning of the first 
lesson, children who are LATE must report to the school 
office with their parent/guardian to sign the late book and 
receive a late pass.  If your child is absent and no reason 
has been given, parents will receive an SMS message at 
10.00am alerting them of the absence on that day. 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 

The school newsletter is published each Friday on the school website www.huntly-ps.vic.edu.au   
Please make sure you read this important newsletter as it is our main communication channel 
with parents.    A reminder with the link to the newsletter will be sent to parents via Compass (the 
school app) and also on the schools facebook page.   
 

If you do not have access to the web a hard copy of the newsletter is available at the school office. 

ALLERGIES 
 

We have a number of children attending the 
school who have food allergies, particularly 
to nuts.  Please make sure your child’s lunch 
box is free of peanuts/nut products.  We ask 
for your support in this due to the serious 

nature of anaphylaxis.  All staff will be 
retrained in Anaphylaxis this year.  Thank 

you for your support in making our school a 
safe environment for everyone. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-allowance/policy


Please make sure 
you choose your 
child’s correct 
Learning Centre  






